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Jessica Bortner-Harris

Sponsorship Proposal
The Sport:

	Eventing could be termed an "equestrian triathlon." It involves working with a horse both on the flat and over fences. The three phases are: dressage, endurance (or cross-country), and show jumping. Over the centuries it has developed from the test of the ideal military charger. Eventing has now evolved into an exciting sport attracting interest from all levels of sports enthusiasts, from weekend hobby riders to professional international stars. (Borrowed from www.useventing.com)

	


The Rider:
Jessica Bortner-Harris has loved horses for as long as she can remember.  She started taking formal riding lessons at the age of 8, and she never looked back.  She didn't start jumping until she started college in 2003, which makes her rapid ascent up the eventing ladder quite impressive. 

Jessica graduated with a BS in Equestrian Studies from Wilson College in 2006.  She was also awarded the Equestrienne Award for Dressage and Jumping which is given to the graduating senior who shows the most proficiency in riding and teaching those disciplines.  Jessica also started the Eventing Team at Wilson College and went on to be team captain.
Following her graduation, Jessica moved to Thurmond, NC and started Rocky Start Stables, LLC.  Jessica has taught many levels of riders as well as trained a variety of horses.  She has a lot of experience with young horses and restarting horses off of the racetrack.  
Jessica started eventing in 2004 at the Intro (crossrail jumps and a walk/trot dressage test) level and has moved up through the levels to the Intermediate and international CCI** level (jumps 3'11” and a 3rd level type dressage test) in just 7 years.  She recently completed her first CCI** international level event in May 2011 and hopes to complete another in October 2011.  If all goes well, 2012 will mean moving up to the top level, Advanced (jumps max 4'3” and a 4th level type dressage test.)
The Horses:

Win the War: Win the War, aka Jitterbug, is a 2001 chestnut off the track Thoroughbred gelding by Entropy, out of Jitterbug Mary.  Jitterbug is a phenomenal athlete found by Jessica at the Charles Town Racetrack in 2005.  He raced 4 times before being retired to a new job.  Jessica knew he was “the one” when she met him.  

Jitterbug has shown an amazing talent for eventing.  He loves to jump and show off.  He is a nice mover and has the ability to do well in the dressage.  He is bold and fast on the cross-country.  He is amazingly athletic in his ability and scope to jump.  He has talent to spare. He is a once in a lifetime horse.
The future plans for Win the War are to compete at Intermediate the rest of 2011, finishing up the year at the Fairhill International CCI** Championships in October.  If all goes well, he will move up to Advanced level in the spring with the hopes of doing a CCI*** in the late spring of 2012. 
Win the War's Accomplishments:
 18th Place (out of 30+): Jersey Fresh CCI** 5/11

6th Place: Full Gallop Farm Intermediate 3/11
7th Place: Maryland Horse Trials II Intermediate 7/10
6th Place: Lost Hounds Horse Trials Intermediate 6/10 (out of 22, first time at that level!)
3rd Place:  Virginia Horse Trials Preliminary 5/10
2nd Place: Pine Top Horse Trials Preliminary 2/10
2009 USEA Blue Ribbon Award for Preliminary
2009 USEA Bronze Medal Award for Preliminary
3rd Place: Full Gallop Farm Preliminary 8/09
1st Place:  Lost Hounds Horse Trials Preliminary 6/09
3rd Place:  Virginia Horse Trials Preliminary 5/09
5th Place:  Virginia Horse Trials Training 10/08
4th Place: Maryland Horse Trials Training 10/08
5th Place:  Lumber River Horse Trials Training 6/08
4th Place:  Fairhill International Horse Trials Novice 8/06
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Fuerst Rendition: Fuerst Rendition, aka Renn, is a 2004 black Hanoverian stallion by Fuerst Heinrich, out of Gueldensandt.  Jessica bought Renn as an untouched 4 year old.  He was definitely a diamond in the rough, but there was just something about him that she liked.  Jessica started him under saddle as a 5 year old, and he hasn't looked back since!  Renn is a phenomenal mover and athlete.  Though his bloodlines would predict that he be an upper level dressage horse, Renn loves to jump.  He has the excellent movement and talent in the dressage, but he loves to use his huge stride to gallop around the cross country.  Renn is currently competing at the Training level (3'3” jumps and 1st level type dressage test).  
 The plans for Renn include a few more Training level events with the hopes of moving him up to Preliminary (3'7” jumps and a higher 1st level dressage test) in the fall of 2011.  If all goes well, he will continue at Preliminary in the spring and hope to do a CCI* in the late spring of 2012.
Renn's Accomplishments:
 2nd Place:  The Ark Horse Trials Novice 10/10
[image: image3.jpg]



The Costs:
International Event Entry Fees:  $800-$1000 (2 per year per horse)
National Level Event Entry Fees: $200-$500 (approx 18 per show year per horse)
Traveling Fees (hotel, fuel, food):  $300 and up per show (depends on location and length of show)

Maintenance (i.e. feed, hay, supplies):  approx $5,000 per horse per year

Veterinary:  approx $3,000 per horse per year

Lessons and Training (ideally lesson/week with each horse):  $10,000 per year

Tack:  $5,000 per year (without having to buy new saddles)

The Needs:
Due to the high costs of competing and keeping competition horses at their best, it is important for upper level riders to have outside sponsorships.  These sponsorships can come in many varieties.  Obviously, monetary sponsorships are very helpful with all costs.  However, product sponsorships are also very helpful in cutting down the extra expenses outside of competition costs.  Prodcut sponsorships can come in many forms but mostly free and discounted product.  

The Benefit to You:
Sponsorship can benefit you in many ways.  The sport of Eventing is an elite sport that gives prestige to anyone who is associated with it.  It can be fun, entertaining, and satisfying to follow a horse and rider as they compete and rise up the levels.  
If you would like to donate monetary funds:  Donations are 100% tax deductible according to IRS Code Section 501(c)(3).  The American Horse Trials Foundation was established in 1987 to assist 3-Day Event Riders and Organizers in raising tax deductible financial support for national and international competition.  I have recently established grant eligibility with the AHTF.  By making a tax deductible contribution to the AHTF, you will be helping me and my horses to achieve my dreams!  If you are interested in this option, please contact me, and I will give you instructions for how to do this. 

For both monetary and product sponsorship, you will be placed on the Rocky Start Stables website (my farm website) as a sponsor.  You may send a business, product, or personal banner link to be added to the website. 

Also, a logo for your business or product can be placed on saddle pads, horse transportation, clothing, etc as advertising for you in exchange for your sponsorship.  Jessica will also be available for special events and promotion of your product or business.  Use of photos of Jessica and her horses may be used in ads with permission of the photographer.  If you have other ideas, they can also be discussed with Jessica.
Sponsorship can benefit you and your business as well as Jessica.  Advertising in the elite eventing world can bring new clientele to your business.  All ages, sexes, and income brackets are involved in this sport.  It is a sport that is open to all walks of life, thus making it an excellent outlet for advertising.

If you are interested in sponsorship of any kind, please contact:

Jessica Bortner-Harris

Rocky Start Stables

9783 Haystack Rd

Thurmond, NC 28683

(336)927-4722

Jessica@rockystartstables.com
Also, check out Jessica’s website at:

www.rockystartstables.com
